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the birth of a son an offering would be given at their
shrine.

But whilst there is this great desire for sons, daughters
are seldom prayed for. When a son is born there is
great rejoicing, and friends offer their congratulations ;
but on the birth of a daughter no sounds of gladness
are heard in the house, and friends offer consolation.
" The Bengali Kulin Brahman sees in a daughter a bitter
well-spring of anxiety, expense, and possible humiliation ;
for she must probably marry a man who already has
many wives, most of whom he seldom sees ; she must
live as a burden in her father's house, and be exposed
to manifold trials and temptations through the absence
of her husband." And what is true of the Kulin Brah-
man is true of the ordinary Hindu, in a less degree.
The girl must be married before she is twelve or thirteen
years of age. To provide a husband necessitates the
expenditure of the savings of years, or debts are con-
tracted which can never be paid.

In the religious ceremonies pertaining to the birth
of children there is a marked difference in the treatment
of boys and girls. In order that the boy may be pro-
tected during the days of infancy and childhood, Sasthi,
the special protectress of mothers and children, is invoked
on his behalf. On the fifth night after a boy's birth the
father is careful to place in the room, where the helpless
babe is lying, pen and ink, flowers and fruits, so that
the Creator may write on his forehead a favourable and
prosperous history. In the case of girls this religious
work is omitted.

Boys are early sent to school, but, as a rule, girls spend
their time in play ; and, whilst boys are initiated by a
guru into the mysteries of Hinduism, and are taught to
perform various ceremonies, a girl's religious exercises are